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I do not believe the American people want

a return to the pie-in-the-sky promises that
built up this deficit in the first place. Today’s
jobs report is another indication that the Presi-
dent’s economic plan is working.

The question the American people are fac-
ing is do we stay the course, or do we go
back to the budget-busting policies of the
1980’s. I, for one, truly believe the American
people are beyond being fooled by false prom-
ises. Yes, there is work to be done, but they
know we are headed in the right direction.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of the conference report today. I want to thank
the chairman and the ranking member for their
concern about a provision that was of particu-
lar concern to me.

This House is obviously undergoing a
change in management. As a result, many of
our hardworking, loyal, nonlegislative House
employees have been through a period of
great unrest and unease.

As passed by this House, this bill originally
contained language regarding the privatization
of certain aspects of the Architect of the Cap-
itol, including the maintenance workers. I am
pleased that as a result of the work of the
conference, and particularly Mr. SERRANO, that
the report before us today now contains lan-
guage protecting the current employees so
that they will not be displaced by an privatiza-
tion.

The bulk of this work force are older, minor-
ity employees who would be hard pressed to
find new jobs at this stage in their careers.
They have served this institution and its par-
ticular needs well. It would have been unfair at
this time to proceed with privatization without
properly protecting these employees. I am
glad that the conference report now contains
language providing that important protection.

Furthermore, as the Architect studies further
privatization options, which I hope are not pro-
ceeded with, I believe it is important that we
continue to consider the unique nature of the
congressional buildings, the loyalty of the ex-
isting work force and the particular needs of
our institution. I do not believe all the answers
lie in outsourcing these services and will con-
tinue to work with the members of the sub-
committee and on the House Oversight Com-
mittee on which I serve, to ensure fair and
reasonable treatment for our hardworking em-
ployees.

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank the members of
the conference for their sensitivity to these
concerns and look forward to continuing to
work with them.

TIME FOR CONGRESS TO SPEAK
OUT ABOUT THE PERSECUTION
OF CHRISTIANS

HON. FRANK R. WOLF
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 2, 1996
Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, in many countries

of the world today, Christians live in fear. Fear
for their lives and fear for their livelihood.

Worldwide persecution and martyrdom of
Christians has increased and intensified to
such an extent that more Christians have died
for their faith in the 20th century than in all
prior 19 centuries combined.

In some parts of the world, Christians are
forbidden to practice their faith and are victim-
ized by religious apartheid which subjects
them to discrimination as well as inhumane
and humiliating treatment. In several Islamic
countries, converting to Christianity from Islam
is punishable by death. In many countries
today, Christians are imprisoned, enslaved,
tortured, and killed simply because of their
faith.

The Government of Sudan is waging a jihad
against the Christian southern part of the
country, enforcing Sharia’—Islamic law—
against non-Muslim African Sudanese—tortur-
ing, starving, killing, and displacing over 1 mil-
lion people and enslaving tens of thousands of
its women and children. Today in Sudan, a
human being can be bought for as little as
$15.

Christians in China have experienced the
worst persecution since the pre-Deng period in
the 1970’s. There are more documented
cases of Christians in prison or in some form
of detention in China than in any other coun-
try. Both Evangelical Protestant house church
groups and Roman Catholics have been tar-
geted and named ‘‘a principal threat to political
stability’’ by the Central Committee of China’s
Communist Party. In recent months, in three
separate incidents, three Chinese Christian
leaders were beaten to death by Chinese au-
thorities simply because of their religious ac-
tivities.

In Pakistan last year, a 13-year-old boy was
forced to flee the country after he was con-
victed under Pakistan’s blasphemy law. His
uncle, who was also convicted, was shot dead
by someone in the angry mob that swarmed
outside the courtroom.

In 1994, three Christians in Iran were kid-
naped and murdered during 1994 as part of a
crackdown on the Iranian Christian commu-
nity.

In Vietnam and other countries, Catholic
bishops and priests and Protestant pastors are
routinely imprisoned, Bibles are confiscated
and churches are raided.

There is also severe persecution of Chris-
tians in North Korea, Cuba, and some coun-
tries in the Middle East.

Leaders of the international Christian com-
munity have begun to speak out about this se-
rious and growing problem. Pope John Paul II
recently sounded a call against regimes that
‘‘practice discrimination against Jews, Chris-
tians, and other religious groups, going even
so far as to refuse the right to meet in private
for prayer,’’ declaring that ‘‘this is an intoler-
able and unjustifiable violation not only of all
the norms of current international law, but of
the most fundamental human freedom, that of
practicing one’s faith openly.’’

The National Association of Evangelicals in
January 1996 issued a ‘‘Statement of Con-
science and Call to Action’’ subsequently en-
dorsed by the Southern Baptist Convention,
the executive council of the Episcopal Church,
and the general assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, United States of America. It pledged
to ‘‘do what is in our power to the end that the
Government of the United States will take ap-
propriate action to combat the intolerable reli-
gious persecution now victimizing fellow be-
lievers and those of other faiths.’’

The World Evangelical Fellowship has de-
clared September 29, 1996, and each annual
last Sunday in September, as an international
day of prayer on behalf of persecuted Chris-
tians. That day will be observed by numerous
churches and human rights groups around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, its time for Congress to speak
out. I am introducing a resolution that would
condemn the human rights abuses and deni-
als of religious liberty to Christians around the
world; strongly recommend that the President
expand and reinvigorate United States inter-
national advocacy on behalf of persecuted
Christians; encourage a reexamination of all
U.S. policies that affect persecuted Christians;
encourage the President to appoint a White
House special adviser on religious persecu-
tion; and applauds the actions of the World
Evangelical Fellowship in designating an an-
nual day of prayer on behalf of persecuted
Christians.

The United States has forcefully taken up
the cause of other persecuted religious minori-
ties. During the cold war, we repeatedly
passed resolutions condemning the persecu-
tion of the Soviet Jews. In recent years, we
have passed resolutions condemning the per-
secution of people of the Baha’i faith.

We have the ability to intervene in a similar
manner for persecuted Christians. I urge my
colleagues to cosponsor this important resolu-
tion.

H. RES. —
Whereas the worldwide persecution and

martyrdom of Christians has increased and
intensified to such an extent that more
Christians have died for their faith in the
20th century than in all prior 19 centuries
combined;

Whereas in many places throughout the
world, Christians are restricted in or forbid-
den from practicing their faith, victimized
by a ‘‘religious apartheid’’ that subjects
them to inhumane, humiliating treatment,
and are imprisoned, tortured, enslaved, and
killed;

Whereas in some countries proselytism is
forbidden, and extremist elements persist
unchecked by the government in their cam-
paigns to eradicate Christians and force con-
versions through intimidation, rape, and
forced marriage;

Whereas in several Islamic countries con-
version to Christianity from Islam is a crime
punishable by death;

Whereas the militant Muslim Government
of Sudan is waging a jihad (religious war)
against the Christian southern part of the
country, enforcing Shari’a (Islamic law)
against non-Muslim African Sudanese, tor-
turing, starving, killing, and displacing over
1,000,000 people, and enslaving tens of thou-
sands of women and children. Today in
Sudan, a human being can be bought for as
little as $15;

Whereas Christians in China have experi-
enced the worst persecution since the pre-
Deng period in the 1970s. There are more doc-
umented cases of Christians in prison or in


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T14:34:48-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




